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During February of 
Spring 2019 semester, 
the Parkland Pride club 
attended MBLGTACC 
conference.  According 
t o  M B L G T A C C .
org . “The  Midwes t 
Bisexual Lesbian Gay 
Transgender Asexual 
College Conference 
(MBLGTACC)  i s  an 
annual conference held 
to connect, educate, and 
empower queer and 
trans+ college students, 
f a c u l t y,  a n d  s t a f f 
around the Midwest 
a nd  b eyond .” The 
website says, “To date, 
MBLGTACC is America’s 
l a rges t  and  o ldes t 
continuously-held 
conference for queer 
and t rans+ col lege 
students. And it remains 
proudly student-run.” 
This year, MBLGTACC 
was hosted in Wichita, 
Kansas which is roughly 
a 10-13 hour trip from 
Parkland. It should have 
only been a 9-10 hour 
trip, but there were 
many obstacles in our 
way, to say the least. 
It was Friday 6:00am, 
February 15th.  We 
hit the road in two 
Parkland owned cars 
and got on the highway. 
Despite getting 3 hours 
of sleep, I controlled 
the music, the GPS, and 
talked to Advisor Tanino 
Minneci about religion, 
nature, and dreams. 
(Missouri should be 
renamed to, “Oil fields, 
the state.”) Everything 
was relatively peaceful, 
until we got closer to 
Kansas City, where the 
snowstorm was. At one 
point, we were break-
ing at a red light when 
we suddenly slipped 
on the ice and almost 
rear ended our other 
car. Inches away from 
the other car, Minneci 
yelled, both rejoicing 
and releasing anxi-
ety. Later on, we tried 
to stop at a Panera for 
lunch.  The snow was 
several inches high and 
our car got stuck in the 
snow right outside the 
Panera for nearly 10 
minutes. There were 
lots of accidents and 
we were driving down 
a state road. One of 
the scariest parts of the 
trip was when a semi-
truck passed us, lifting 
a cloud of snow into 
the air - we couldn’t see 
anything for at least 15 
seconds. Minneci tried 
to slow down and speed 
up enough to avoid an 
accident. Everything 
was hilarious after we 
survived.
After going through 
an overpriced toll booth, 
we could finally see 
the hotel, but we were 
going in the wrong 
direction. We tried to go 
down a U-turn section, 
but were convinced that 
it was closed off due to 
cones and wrong way 
signs. Minneci tried to 
back out, but there were 
too many cars zipping 
past us on the high-
way. The anxiety was 
intense. Suddenly a car 
got behind us, and we 
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To celebrate Black 
H i s t o r y  M o n t h , 
Parkland’s  S tudent 
Government and the 
International Student 
Association hosted an 
International Fashion 
Show on the s tage 
in the Student Union 
on Wednesday, Feb 
27. The fashion show 
exhibited international 
clothing before and 
after Americanization. 
Fo r  t he  hou r - l ong 
period, students of 
various backgrounds 
mode l ed  d i f f e r en t 
clothing from all over 
the world. The fashion 
show showcased the 
cultural diversity here 
at Parkland. “It’s [the 
fashion show] a great 
chance for students 
from around the world 
to share and celebrate 
t h e i r  h o m e  c o u n -
tries here at Parkland,” 
sa id Amber Landis , 
the Advisor for the 
International Student 
Association. Landis said 
that the fashion show 
has been done for over 
20 years, typically as an 
event associated with 
Parkland’s “Culture 
Fair.” She also said that 
the countries that were 
represented in the fash-
ion show were Mali, 
Nigeria, Democratic 
Republic of the Congo, 
Tunis ia , Indones ia , 
Zambia and Mexico. 
Along with the fashion 
designs from all over 
the world, the show 
included upbeat music 
for models and audi-
ence members, alike. 
Audience members 
clapped and cheered 
as students modeled 
colorfully patterned 
fashion on the stage. 
Overall, the interna-
tional fashion show 
seemed to provide a 
fun experience for the 
audience members , 
and highlighted the 
rich cultural diversity 
that Parkland has to 
offer. 
Check out a photo 
g a l l e r y  f r o m  t h e 
fashion show on page 2.
On Friday, March 1, 
the first Student Voices 
event was hosted. It 
was an event focused 
on giving more voice 
to  the  s tuden t s  o f 
Parkland College as a 
part of Black History 
Month. 
The cafeteria, located 
in the Student Union, 
was filled with both 
students and faculty 
ready to support the 
performing students. 
With great hostesses 
ensuring everything 
went smoothly, the 
event was set up to be 
a successful couple of 
hours. 
The performances 
c on s i s t e d  o f  bo t h 
songs, spoken word 
and various original 
poems. The poems 
spoke on many topics 
like awareness about 
domestic violence, the 
strength of being a 
woman, discrimination, 
growing up in a small 
town, experiencing 
col lege af ter being 
homeschooled and 
anxiety. 
Respect and support 
were both filling the 
room as the perfor-
mances occured. The 
different stories had 
an obvious impact on 
the audience who were 
clearly mesmerized by 
the impowering, inspir-
ing, and vulnerable 
stories being told. 
I t  w a s  s e v e r a l 
students ’ f irst  t ime 
performing their pieces. 
The focus, however, 
was not on the perfor-
mances but  on the 
words that were being 
spoken and the stories 
that were being told. 
Jessica Jackson, one 
of Parkland College’s 
a cademic  coaches , 
shared “[The event] 
allows us to have so 
much more awareness 
about what’s going 
on in the community.” 
Jackson also shared 
that this event was a 
great chance for the 
academic coaches to 
hear what students are 
experiencing and how 
they as staff can better 
support them and other 
students who are expe-
riencing similar things.
At the same time, the 
event was also meant 
as a great conversa-
tion starter between 
students and to show 
students that they are 
not the only ones expe-
riencing certain things. 
“When you get up and 
you do an original song 
or you do a spoken 
word piece, people 
come up to you after-
wards and they’re like 
‘this really resonated 
with me’ or ‘I had a 
time like this,’” Jackson 
said. “This allows you 
to really understand 
that we are really not 
alone.” 
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Douglas Jones Bianca Green Jonathan Westfield
Voting is currently 
open for the upcoming 
term of the Parkland 
C o l l e g e  B o a r d  o f 
Trustees. Members of 
the Board of Trustees 
work together to govern 
decisions made by the 
College.  Three candi-
dates are running for 
the next six-year long 
term with the Board. 
The candidates are 
Bianca Green, Jonathan 
Westfield, and Douglas 
Jones. With elections 
coming up in April , 
voting-age citizens in 
Champaign School 
District 505 can vote for 
up to two candidates, 
either in person at a 
voting station or by mail.
A t  a  C a n d i d a t e 
Forum that occurred 
on Wednesday, February 
28th at the City Building, 
the candidates intro-
duced themselves to 
the community and 
answered questions 
from audience members. 
The Prospectus later 
heard from two of the 
candidates , Bianca 
Green and Jonathan 
Westfield, and their 
a n s w e r s  t o  q u e s -
t ions  are  inc luded 
be low.  Cand ida te 
Douglas Jones made 
no comment. A video 
recording of the Forum 
can be viewed at vote-
champaign.org. 
What do you see for 
the future of Parkland in 
the next several years?
Jonathan Westfield: 
“-Greater development 
and involvement of 
students in the Parkland 
Entrepreneurial 
Network (PEN) specifi-
cally Cobra Venture and 
Pathway program.
-Being able to award 
Bachelor of Science in 
Nursing degrees
-An increase in work-
force development 
training in healthcare, 
manufacturing, techni-
cians, construction and 
other specialized train-
ing that does not require 
an associate’s or bache-
lor’s degree.”
Bianca Green: “I am 
very optimistic about 
Parkland’s future! The 
Parkland Administration 
a n d  t h e  B o a r d  o f 
Trustees have worked 
hard to manage the 
financial challenges 
caused by the continued 
reduction in state fund-
ing.  Although it hasn’t 
been easy, we have 
been able to balance 
the budget over the 
past three years despite 
these funding concerns 
and Parkland is in good 
shape.  I expect we will 
continue to assess and 
adjust our program 
offerings, as needed, to 
make sure we are being 
responsive to the needs 
of our students and 
their future employers. 
In addition, we have 
some exciting things 
going on at Parkland 
r ight  now.  We are 
building an addition to 
the Precision Ag build-
ing, we are renovating 
the “S building,” we are 
working on a general 
update of our Career 
and Technical programs 
and we are exploring 
ways to attract more 
international students 
to the Parkland commu-
ni ty.  The av ia t ion 
program has exceeded 
expectations up to this 
point and I believe we 
will continue to see 
increased interest in 
that program as there 
are fewer than ten colle-
giate aviation programs 
across the country.
All in all, I believe 
the future is bright for 
Parkland.”
What needs to be 
Left to right George, Tanino, Priscilla, Michael, Kat, Nhan, Jess, Paul
A group of the models participating in the final viewing of the fashion show.
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improved at Parkland 
from your perspective?
We s t f i e l d :  “A s  a 
recent ly appointed 
Trustee it would be 
hard to say what needs 
to be improved because 
many improvements 
have occurred over 
the past few years and 
more are slated for the 
future.  I would say that 
I am impressed with the 
recent improvements 
to the Aviation and 
Advanced Unmanned 
Aircraft Systems (UAS) 
certificate now being 
offered and the great 
potential that they for 
students. Additionally, 
I  e n c o u r a g e d  b y 
Parkland’s efforts to 
increase its education 
marketing services in 
order to attract more 
diverse students.”
Green: “The easy 
answer would be to 
find a way to increase 
enrollment and reten-
tion.  That being said, 
I acknowledge that 
enrollment in commu-
nity colleges is down 
nationally wand many 
of those challenges are 
driven by the economy. 
So, when it comes to 
areas of improvement 
that we may have more 
control over, I would 
like to find a way to 
increase the number of 
students participating in 
our career and techni-
cal programs.  There are 
wonderful career oppor-
tunities just waiting for 
students in these areas 
and I believe we should 
explore all avenues 
that may connect us to 
future students who
may not even realize 
these programs exist 
at Parkland. Although 
we focus quite a bit on 
trying to reach career 
and technical program 
students while they 
are in high school, I 
also believe there may 
be significant oppor-
tunit ies for f inding 
non-traditional students 
who may be ready to 
make a career change. 
Our community needs 
an exceptionally trained 
workforce and Parkland 
can make that happen.”
Why are you running 
for the board?
 Westfield: “When I 
submitted my letter of 
interest for appointment 
to the board, I stated 
that my desire to serve 
on Parkland’s Board 
of Trustees was based 
on the belief that for a 
community to succeed 
it must have commu-
nity members that have 
a vested interest in its 
success and a willing-
ness to work to make 
that happen. This still 
holds true for me today. 
For nearly twenty-
seven years  I  have 
worked in positions 
that have allowed me 
to stay grounded and 
to better understand 
the diverse needs of the 
community.  From work-
ing with CU Special 
Rec, the Urban League 
of Champaign County, 
as a Patrol Off icer/
School Resource Officer 
with the Champaign 
Police Department, as 
a former member of 
the Champaign Unit 
#4 School Board to 
my current position 
as the Coordinator for 
the Champaign County 
Reg iona l  P l ann ing 
Commission’s Youth 
Assessment Center, I 
have  been  ab l e  t o 
impact and improve the 
lives of many of those I 
have been fortunate to 
come in contact with.”
Green: “I believe in 
Parkland College.  My 
collegiate journey began 
here after graduating 
from St. Joseph-Ogden 
High School .  L ike 
many Parkland students, 
my family’s financial 
constraints required me 
to put myself through 
school.  I often worked 
up to three jobs at a 
t ime to pay for my 
undergraduate stud-
ies.  Although I went 
on to earn my bache-
lor’s degree from the 
University of Illinois 
and my law degree 
from Southern Illinois 
University, I am most 
thankful for the excel-
lent education Parkland 
provided at a price tag I 
could afford.  Those first 
two years formed the 
foundation upon which 
the rest of my educa-
tion was built. I believe 
all students should have 
the same opportuni-
ties that were available 
to me – particularly 
when facing financial 
challenges. I want to 
continue to be a part 
of the solution to that 
problem.”
Why should people 
vote for you?
Westfield: “I believe 
that a person should 
m a k e  t h e  m o s t 
in fo rmed dec i s ion 
when it comes to voting 
and vote for the candi-
date that most aligns 
with their beliefs and 
understandings. Those 
that are looking to 
see growth and devel-
opment of workforce 
and entrepreneurial 
programs along-side 
t r ad i t i ona l  deg ree 
g ran t ing  courses  I 
welcome their support.”
Green: “I have the 
experience needed to 
continue to serve the 
citizens of District #505. 
It has been an honor 
serving on the Board 
of Trustees since being 
appointed in 2015. I 
was elected to retain 
my seat in 2017 and I 
have continued to focus 
my time and attention 
on learning what it 
takes to run a first-class 
community college. I 
understand the need 
to balance the inter-
ests of our students, 
faculty and staff with 
fiscal responsibility that 
will ensure the future 
success of the college. 
My only agenda in 
serving on the board 
is to give back to an 
educational inst i tu-
t ion that served as 
the foundation for my 
personal and profes-
sional success. I hope 
to continue volunteer-
ing my time and talents 
toward the goal  of 
preserving Parkland’s 
national reputation for 
excellence.”
For more information 
about the candidates 
f o r  t h e  P a r k l a n d 
C o l l e g e  B o a r d  o f 
Trustees or about how 
to vote, visit votecham-
paign.org.
When asked about 
the idea behind the 
event, Jackson shared 
that some of the events 
that are often hosted 
can seem like a lecture 
rather than being inter-
active. “... We are not 
hear ing  and lea rn -
ing from each other 
and so I wanted us 
to have a platform for 
that,” Jackson said. “We 
always talk about the 
same people when 
we talk about Black 
History Month, but we 
have really awesome 
s t u d e n t s  h e r e  a t 
Parkland and people 
in the community that 
are making history all 
the time, that are doing 
super cool things.”
Fur thermore, the 
event was also meant 
a s  an  oppo r tun i t y 
for the per forming 
students to improve 
their public speaking 
skills, which Jackson 
descr ibes  as  be ing 
impor tan t  when i t 
comes to professional 
development. “We as 
academic coaches we 
work with students on 
how they can be more 
successful academi-
cally but also how they 
can be successful when 
they leave Parkland 
in terms of securing 
work,” Jackson said. 
“The same skills that 
you need in terms of 
employability skills, 
that you need to get a 
job, are the same skills 
that you need to be a 
good student in terms 
of being able to artic-
ulate your views, your 
wishes… and the abil-
ity to be creative so 
tha t  you can prob-
lem solve. This [event] 
kind of incorporates 
all of those things and 
it’s fun.”
The purpose of the 
event was described as 
positive and empow-
ering while being a 
conf idence bui lder 
for the students. As a 
part of the audience, I 
couldn’t help but feel-
ing all these things, 
as well . As each of 
the students left the 
s tage you couldn ’ t 
help but notice the 
impact their words 
had on you. Though 
every story belonged 
spec i f i ca l l y  to  the 
performing individual, 
there was so much 
to learn from each of 
them that you could 
apply to your own life. 
Jessica Jackson shared 
that there has been a lot 
of gratitute for the oppor-
tunity to get on the stage 
and share an important 
story or message. Though 
the thanks have been 
appreciated, Jackson said 
that, “This is your all’s 
school... this is why we 
have stages and spaces 
for students to show us 
how incredible they are.”
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PRIDE
decided to do the U-turn. 
The road ended up not 
being closed off. 
We f ina l ly  got  to 
our rooms, unpacked, 
registered, and listened 
to  the  l a s t  severa l 
minutes of the open-
ing speaker, Jessica 
Pettitt. Afterwards, we 
took a shuttle bus from 
the hotel to a ramen 
restaurant that ended 
up being closed, despite 
w h a t  t h e  we b s i t e 
said. The bus driver 
commented, “Must be a 
language barrier,” and 
then laughed to himself. 
No one else found the 
joke funny, but after 
the 13-hour car ride no 
one had the energy to 
say anything. We redi-
rected to a Vietnamese 
restaurant, where we 
adopted a student from 
MBLGTACC who was 
sit t ing alone. Their 
name was Nhan, and 
he came from Omaha 
on his own. Nhan was 
going to a drag show at 
Club Boomerang after 
dinner.  Pride member 
Priscilla and I joined 
Nhan and had a fun 
night out. Once we 
got back to our hotel 
room, we stayed up and 
watched MIB II. That 
movie did not hold up 
well.
Being at MBLGTACC 
was the more relax-
ing part of the journey. 
There were plenty of 
good keynote speakers 
and workshops. Most 
of us from the group 
really liked the speaker 
Pidgeon Pagonis, an 
Intersex activist, educa-
tor, and f i lmmaker 
from Chicago, IL. They 
ta lked to  us  about 
Gender binaries from 
an intersex perspec-
tive, “If there are infi nite 
ways for our bodies 
to look, our minds to 
think, personalities to 
act, wouldn’t it make 
sense that there is that 
much variety in biolog-
ical sex too?” Pagonis 
said.  They brought 
up a lot of thought-
provoking points and 
they were really relaxed 
-occasionally tangent 
riffing. Pride member 
Kat almost cried during 
Pidgeon’s speech. Nyle 
DiMarco was another 
speaker we were look-
ing forward to listening 
to. Nyle DiMarco is a 
sexually fl uid deaf activ-
ist who won America’s 
Next Top Model and 
Dancing With The Stars. 
During his speech, he 
played a part in danc-
ing with the stars where 
they cut all the music 
out while Nyle was 
dancing. It was magical, 
because for a second 
everyone in the audi-
ence became aware of 
Nyle’s experience of 
dancing without sound. 
It was a shame that 
some workshops were 
closed due to people 
canceling. It also felt 
like there weren’t as 
many opportunities to 
mingle with peers. It 
was fun socializing over 
meals as a group with 
Nhan though. We had 
a very positive energy, 
and it was nice to be 
around friends. Nhan 
and I sat side by side 
each other at one restau-
rant called the Monarch, 
and it was cute. This 
one group of people in 
the restaurant couldn’t 
stop staring at us, like 
they had a problem with 
our group. One man 
in particular looked 
straight at us almost the 
entire time, even as they 
all left. I just gave him 
the cold-behind-the-
shades stare right back 
as he was walking out. 
The  be s t  pa r t  o f 
MBLGTACC was the 
Drag show at the end 
of the event hosted 
by, “Penny-Tration,” 
who called Wichita, 
“Wicheetah.” Our group 
got seats in the front 
row. There were many 
great performers, and 
some whom we had 
seen our first night at 
Club Boomerang. The 
drag king from before 
was defi nitely hitting on 
Priscilla. Drag queens 
were all over the place 
dancing and the camera 
opera tors  couldn ’ t 
keep up. It was a long 
night, with a crowded 
af ter  par ty at  Club 
Boomerang. 
It was great that we 
got the chance to say 
goodbye to Nhan in the 
morning and he bought 
us goodbye snack gifts 
for the road. He was 
very sweet.  
On our way back, 
things were relatively 
smooth up until we got 
close to the border of 
Missouri and Illinois. 
I was in the car with 
Jessica that time. We 
stopped at a subway/
gas station. We saw a 
truck outside covered 
in confederate flags, 
and Jessica suggested 
maybe we stop some-
where else. While all 
of us felt uncomfort-
able, we decided to stay 
and eat. The person 
behind the counter was 
gay, so we thought we 
at least had one ally. 
At  one point  some-
body walked in with 
a “White Supremacist” 
Tattoo and there were 
more confederate fl ags 
in the store. As a group 
of minorities, we knew 
we had to leave. Some 
guy in the truck next 
to us gestured towards 
us and laughed to the 
person in the passen-
ger’s seat. Back on the 
road, we found out the 
town we stopped in was 
Kingdom City, popula-
tion 130 people. Won’t 
stop there again.
Less than an hour or 
so later, we encoun-
tered an officer who 
pulled beside us and 
looked into our car. We 
were going 20 miles 
under the speed limit 
to avoid sliding off the 
icy road. The officer 
braked behind us and 
turned on the sirens. 
Minneci pulled over 
right behind the cop 
and Priscilla started 
recording on her phone. 
The cop asked about 
the car behind him, 
and Jess told him that 
we were traveling as a 
group from Parkland 
Co l l ege . We asked 
why we were pulled 
over. The cop said we 
crossed the “fog line.” 
We all looked at him like, 
“the what?” The officer 
then pointed his flash-
light at the snow and 
sleet covered road. You 
couldn’t see the dividing 
line, let alone the “fog 
line.” The cop realized 
this very awkwardly, 
but he still asked for 
license and registration. 
Jess looked in the glove 
box for the registration. 
There wasn’t anything 
in the glove box, but 
a warning ticket. Jess 
explained to the offi cer 
that we were in a car 
owned by Parkland and 
we had some students 
trying to get home to 
their parents. The offi-
cer then decided not to 
run our plates and told 
us to “drive safely.” It 
was pretty obvious to 
us that he pulled Jess 
over because she was 
black. Crossing the “fog 
line” is not a violation 
of the law and people 
do it all the time. Even 
if we did cross the “fog 
line,” we didn’t cross 
over enough to hit the 
rumble strip so, it must 
have been more of a dip 
than a cross. Regardless, 
we carried on until we 
had to make a stop. 
As soon as we parked 
our cars, side by side, 
Minneci rolled down 
his window and called 
out to Jess, “Girlllll 
Girrrrrll!” We all busted 
into laughter. 
Relative to what we’d 
gone through, it was 
smooth and icy sailing 
after that. Overall it was 
a good trip with some 
minor perilous roadside 
adventures. I defi nitely 
would go again. It was 
a really good bonding 
experience with loving 
and car ing people . 
Haters are going to hate 
regardless. Thankfully 
the next MBLGTACC is 
only four hours away.
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Student playing guitar at the Student Voice event.
Source:  Sid MountStudent recites a poem at the Student voice event.
Source:  Sid MountStudent plays ukulele at the Student Voice event.
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Corrections: We strive to publish fair and accurate infor-
mation. Please let us know if you believe a correction to 
published content is in order.
Grammar Suggestions: If you find incorrect or otherwise 
unclear grammar or wording in any articles, please do not 
hesitate to let us know.
Letters to the Editor: Contributions must be original work 
by the contributor, typed, include the contributor’s name, 
and sent to prospectus@parkland.edu. Please include 
the words “letter to the editor” in the subject line of your 
email. The Prospectus reserves the right to edit or deny 
any contributions.
Employment: If you are interested in working with the 
Prospectus, go to prospectusnews.com, click on the “Work 
with us!” tab, review our employment requirements, and 
submit the completed application form. Alternatively, you 
can stop by Student Life to pick up a paper application.
Advertising: Interested in advertising with us? Go to 
prospectusnews.com/advertising for information on our 
advertising policies and to view our 2018–2019 Media Kit 
and Rate Card.
Did you know? All unused issues 
of the Prospectus are recycled or 
donated to the Parkland College 
Veterinary Technology program.
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2400 W. Bradley Ave.
Champaign, IL 61821
prospectus@parkland.edu
217/351-2492
The Prospectus works to proliferate information 
relevant to Parkland-goers and provide its  
student workers with a space conducive to the  
learning environment.
The Prospectus is Parkland College’s campus-wide 
student newspaper, and has been in constant production 
since late 1968. Our reporters and editors are exclusively 
students of Parkland College with a variety of majors and 
career interests, not just communications and journalism. 
We set out to provide an outlet for students to further 
develop their writing, photography, communication, time 
management, and critical thinking skills while produc-
ing a quality, trusted source of news for Parkland-goers. 
The Prospectus publishes weekly during Parkland’s spring 
and fall semesters and three times during the summer 
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Cobra Sports
Source:  Chicago Tribune
According to Biography, Marjory Stoneman Douglas was a journal-
ist and environmentalist who helped defend the Florida Everglades. 
Douglas became known for her book, Everglades: River of Grass was 
published in 1947. She was a writer and editor of the Miami Harold. 
Douglas also founded the Friends of the Everglades in 1969 at 79. 
Douglas advocated for the environment as well as women’s rights. In 
1993, she received the Presidential Medal of Freedom. 
Marjory Stoneman Douglas
CHAMPAIGN, I l l . – 
P a r k l a n d  A t h l e t i c s 
announced on Friday, 
March 1, the selection of 
basketball standouts Micah 
Tapscott and Yaakema 
Rose Jr. as the respective 
Female and Male Athletes 
of the Month for February. 
The two sophomore stand-
outs are receiving the 
honor for the second time 
this season. 
 Earning the honor 
for the third time in her 
Parkland career, Tapscott 
continued her sopho-
more campaign with 12.0 
points per game and 6.1 
rebounds per game in 
the final month of the 
regular season. Her third 
straight month averaging 
double-figure scoring, the 
second year Cobra shot 
45.8-percent from the field 
and 70-percent from the 
free-throw line on her way 
to 10-plus points in six of 
eight games. 
 “Micah has picked up 
her game on the scoring 
end, but is rebounding 
much  s t ronge r  t han 
her did at  the begin-
ning of the season,” said 
women’s head coach Mike 
Lindemann.
 H i gh l i g h t i n g  t h e 
month of February for 
the Petersburg, Ill., native 
were her past two games. 
On February 23 at John 
Wood, Tapscott tied for the 
team lead in points with 
18 as the Cobras defeated 
John Wood. Four days later, 
Tapscott recorded her 
fourth double-double of 
the season with 11 points 
and 10 rebounds against 
top-ranked Illinois Central. 
 On the men’s side, Rose 
Jr. takes home the monthly 
award for the second 
time this season after first 
earning the accolade in 
November. Averaging the 
most points per game in 
any month this season, 
Rose Jr. tallied 17.1 points 
per contest in February 
to raise his season aver-
age up to 15.4 PPG. The 
sophomore guard was 
especially potent from 
deep, knocking down 15 
of 28 (53.6%) three-point-
ers on the month. Adding 
to his production were 2.3 
assists per game and 3.9 
rebounds per game over 
the seven-game span. 
 “[Yaak] continues to 
be a consistent presence 
on both ends of the floor,” 
said men’s head coach 
Anthony Figueroa. “And 
his teammates love play-
ing with him.”
Twice scoring more 
than 20 points this month 
to help the Cobras to a 
6-1 February record, Rose 
Jr. scored a season-high 
28 points in a comeback 
attempt at John Wood on 
February 23. Scoring 22 
of his 28 points in the 
second half, Rose Jr. joined 
teammate Bruno Williams 
(25 points) in erasing a 
17-point John Wood lead 
with less than 10 minutes 
remaining. The Parkland 
guard capped off the late 
run with a three, and then 
a steal and game-tying 
layup on the ensuing John 
Wood possession.  
 Both Tapscott and 
Rose Jr. will be honored 
tomorrow, March 2, prior 
to Parkland’s final regu-
lar season home games 
as a part of Sophomore 
Day. Tapscott and Cobra 
women’s squad will face 
Lewis & Clark at 1 p.m., 
followed by Rose Jr. and 
the men’s team at 3 p.m. 
against Rend Lake.  
Yaakema  Rose  J r. 
tota ls  27 points  on 
Sophomore Day
CHAMPAIGN, Ill. – No. 
8 Parkland men’s basket-
ball used a big second 
half, outscoring Rend 
Lake 46-24, to defeat 
the Warriors 75-57 and 
clinch the top seed in 
next week’s Region 24 
tournament. 22-3 on the 
season, the Cobras were 
led by sophomore guard 
Yaakema Rose Jr. with 27 
points, six rebounds, two 
steals and two assists. 
 Enacting revenge on 
one of their three loses 
this season, a 70-67 defeat 
in Ina, Ill., on January 
14, Parkland rebounded 
from down four at half-
time to win by 18 over 
Rend Lake. The top seed 
in Region 24, the Cobras 
will face the winner of No. 
4 Illinois Central and No. 5 
Lincoln Land on Saturday, 
March 9, in East Peoria, Ill. 
Rend Lake and John Wood 
will be the No. 2 and No. 
3 seeds with a coin flip 
determining who receives 
a bye to the semifinals. 
The two semifinal winners 
will face off at 2 p.m. on 
Sunday, March 10. 
 Trailing 42-37 with 
14:13 left in the game, 
Parkland went on a 10-0 
run that turned the tide 
on Saturday. With Rend 
Lake still within five points, 
56-51, with 5:06 remaining, 
the Cobras again scored 
double-digit unanswered 
points with a 12-0 run to 
clinch the victory. Aiding 
the late run were four 
straight layups from Jaden 
Coleman, Darin Bellinger 
and a pair from Rose Jr. 
 Scoring 20-plus points 
for the third time in the 
last three weeks, Rose Jr. 
scored the second most 
points this season by a 
Cobra with 27 points, just 
one shy of his season-high 
28 points last Saturday at 
John Wood. Converting 
10 of his 17 field goal 
attempts, and three of 
four from three, Rose Jr. 
also led the Cobras in 
rebounds (6) and tied 
with fellow guard Ty’Ohn 
Trimble with two steals.
 Also scoring in double 
figures was freshman 
J aden  Co leman  who 
provided 11 points on 
five-of-seven shooting off 
the bench. Coleman also 
grabbed five rebounds and 
dished out a pair of assists. 
 S co r ing  17  o f  h i s 
team-high 27 points in 
the opening half, Rose Jr. 
helped overcome a 31.4 
first-half shooting percent-
age by Parkland. Despite 
the Cobras holding the 
lead for much of the first 
half, Rend Lake went on 
a 14-3 run to take a 29-22 
lead with 1:39 remaining 
in the half. However, Rose 
Jr. went on a 7-0 run to end 
the half, including a tip-in 
at the buzzer, to bring the 
Cobras back to within four, 
33-27, at halftime. 
 Prior to today’s game, 
head coach Anthony 
F i g u e r o a  a n d  s t a f f 
honored four graduating 
sophomores: Yaakema 
Rose Jr., Ty’Ohn Trimble, 
Darin Bellinger and Mark 
Emmanuel Jr. 
 The top seed for the 
Region 24 tournament, 
Parkland will await the 
winner of Wednesday 
n i gh t ’s  qua r t e r f i n a l 
matchup between No. 4 
seed Illinois Central and 
No. 5 seed Lincoln Land. 
The Cobras will face the 
winner next Saturday, 
March 9, at 2 p.m. central 
time in East Peoria, Illinois. 
Illinois Central is serving 
as the host for this year’s 
regional with the Region 
24 Championship at 2 p.m. 
on Sunday, March 10. 
Parkland Selects Tapscott, Rose Jr. as February Athletes of the Month
No. 8 Cobras Clinch No. 1 Seed Behind Big Second Half 
By Chad Beyler
By Chad Beyler
Yaakema Rose Jr.Micah Tapscott
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